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Haldor Enger Rosvold
(1916 - 1997)

A great friend of the Nencki Institute, Hal Rosvold has passed away on September 26th, 1997. His research
concerning attention deficit, dementia and other abnormal states has greatly contributed to our understanding and
treatment of these diseases. His research helped to identify the neural basis of a wide variety of behavioural and
mental processes, including maternal and social behaviour, emotion, memory and intelligence. He has published
over 90 research papers in specialized journals. His scientific activity in the field of animal and human brain
function and behaviour had an important impact on brain research in Poland. Hal Rosvold and Jerzy Konorski
had initiated a close collaboration between the Laboratory of Neuropsychology, NIMH (Bethesda) and the
Department of Neurophysiology, Nencki Institute (Warsaw) in the early sixties. Hal Rosvold played a decisive
role in applying the Nr. 480 Public Law to the Department of Neurophysiology, Nencki Institute. The law was a
result of the Polish-American trade agreement and the intention of the US Congress to support the Polish
scientific efforts with money owed US by Poland for wheat purchases. The Nencki Institute’s collaboration with
NIMH has remained alive and well until now and has resulted in joint scientific publications. Hal Rosvold was
also a member of the editorial board of Acta Neurobiologiae Experimentalis during the years 1968-1984.

The photograph above was taken during one of his visits in Warsaw.



